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To: All Graham Lake Improvement District (GLID) and Denman Island Water 
Local Service Area (DIWLSA) Property Owners and Residents 

From: GLID Trustees 
Date: July 27, 2022 
Subject: REQUEST TO MODIFY WATER USE ACTIVITIES 

 
Summer has arrived in a hurry!  Environment Canada is calling for blue skies, sunshine and 
warm temperatures in the coming days.  The Operators of the GLID water treatment plant are 
already witnessing the arrival of the warm weather.  They are observing very high volumes of 
water being treated and consumed. 
 
The good news is that Graham Lake started off the summer season with a high-water level as 
a result of the wet spring.  The challenge, however, is that at certain times during the day, the 
GLID water treatment plant is getting close to its maximum ability to treat and supply the 
water being consumed by GLID and DIWLSA property owners and residents.   
If the water treatment plant isn’t able to keep up with the high levels of daily water 
consumption, it is likely that the treatment plant will automatically shut itself off for a period 
of time -- while it waits for tanks to refill and for the water treatment process to attempt to 
catch up with the demand. 
 
The Operators and Trustees think that there are a few simple and relatively low impact 
actions that each of us in GLID and DIWLSA can do to avoid the situation where water 
becomes temporarily unavailable at different periods throughout the day.  The actions fall 
into 2 categories: 
 
• Reducing our individual (and therefore our collective) consumption of water; and 
 
• Shifting the times during the day when we are individually consuming the largest volumes of water 

 
1. REDUCE OUR INDIVIDUAL CONSUMPTION OF WATER 

Here are some simple actions that we can each take to reduce our overall use of water: 
A. Use drip irrigation or soaker hoses when watering lawns and gardens.    Aerial spray-type sprinklers 

(whether the spinning models or the oscillating type) lose a tremendous amount of water to evaporation 
and wind-drift – with some research estimates suggesting that as little as 50% of the water consumed 
actually ends up on the ground in the desired location. 

 
B. Sweep driveways and decks with a broom – not a hose and nozzle 
 
C. Spot clean and rinse dirty cars, trucks and bikes with water from a bucket – not the hose 
 
D. Learn to sing shorter songs in the shower – shorter showers (and baths!) both reduce water consumption 



 
 

2. SHIFT THE TIME-OF-DAY WHEN WATER IS CONSUMED 

Here are some simple actions that we can all take to reduce the peak demand periods that 
occur during the day: 

A. Only water lawns and gardens before 9:00 am or after 6:00 pm -- before or after the hottest part of the 
day – in fact – now is a good time to consider letting our lawns go dormant for the rest of the summer by 
not watering the grass at all!  Reliable hose and sprinkler timers are available at most hardware and chain 
stores – starting at very reasonable prices.  They’re easy to program – and can help you have all of your 
watering done before that 1st cup of tea/coffee in the morning! 

 
B. Develop a watering plan – Lawns and many garden plants don’t need or like a daily watering.  Develop a 

plan for alternate watering days.  Many plants will thank you for “every other day – or even every 3rd or 4th 
day. 
 

C. If you’re using an older dishwasher (manufactured before 1994) – consider doing those dishes by hand – 
or if you choose to use your dishwasher – run it after 8:00 pm in the evening 

 
D. Time to do laundry – aim to wrap up the wash cycle before 9:00 am – this will also give you more time 

for the laundry to dry on the clothes line during the day. 
 

We hope that you agree – these are simple actions that we can all adopt – and when applied by all of us in GLID and 
DIWLSA they will help us to avoid the situation where we have to take the water treatment plant offline for periods 
during the day! 
 
Have you got an idea about how we can reduce the overall consumption of water…or tips for shifting the use of water 
outside of the peak periods of demand that you’d like to share with others in GLID and DIWLSA?  Pop it in an email 
to info@glid.ca  and we’ll see what we can do to ‘spread the word’. 
 
We appreciate your help and attention – a few simple things done by many of us every day can make a real difference 
almost immediately.  Thank you! 
 

Please forward this email to any guests/visitors/tenants that are using water from the 
Graham Lake Improvement District water distribution system. 

 
Enjoy the summer! 

 


