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Cross Connections
Protect The Drinking Water In Your Home

             Cross Connection Control

Irrigation Systems,  
Garden Hoses, Portable 
Lawn & Garden  
Sprinklers
All homeowners should install a hose  
connection vacuum breaker on their outside 
tap(s). Homeowners with below-ground  
irrigation systems are also required to install an 
appropriate testable backflow preventer, and 
have this device tested on an 
tri-annual basis (every 3 years). For more 
information, please visit 
www.crd.bc.ca/water/crossconnection

Do not leave the end of your
garden hose under water 
in a watering can, bucket, 
swimming or wading pool.

Keep the ends of indoor 
hoses out of contaminated 
water - keep shower hoses 
out of the bathwater and 
kitchen sprayers out of the 
dishwater.

Protect Your 
Drinking Water 
From Cross Connections & Backflow

Need more information? 
Cross Connection Control Officer: 250.474.9503  

CRD Water Services: 250.474.9600 
Email: ccc@crd.bc.ca

www.crd.bc.ca/water/crossconnection

Checklist Of Typical 
Cross Connection Hazards 
In Your Home.

The following is a quick checklist of typical types 
of cross connection hazards in your home that 
require a testable backflow preventer:

 · Below-ground irrigation systems
 · Reclaimed water or auxiliary water (well water)
 · Reverse osmosis equipment
 · Solar panel heating systems
 · Hot water heating systems
 · Kidney dialysis equipment
 · Home based business (automotive repair, hair  
   salon, film processing, etc)

Protecting drinking water from cross 
connections is everyone’s responsibility.



What Is A Cross  
Connection?
A cross connection is a link between your clean 
drinking water supply and a contaminated water 
source. The most common cross connection is 
a garden hose connected via an outdoor tap to 
your drinking water.

Why Are Cross 
Connections Dangerous?
Cross connections can allow contaminants to be 
pulled into your drinking water pipes. 

Here’s how: water pressure normally pushes 
clean water into your home so it is available 
whenever you turn on a tap. If the pressure 
drops for any reason (when a fire hydrant is 
opened, or a large amount of water is diverted 
to flush pipes, for example) the flow of water 
can be reversed and contaminated water can be 
siphoned back into your clean drinking water. 

Is Your Garden 
Hose Putting 
Your Health  
At Risk?
Garden hoses are the most frequent cause of 
dangerous cross connections between clean and 
contaminated water sources. Learning what cross 
connections are and how to prevent them, can 
help you protect your family’s health. 

It’s Easy To Prevent  
Contamination

One of the simplest, most effective 
ways to prevent a garden hose cross 
connection is with a hose connection 
vacuum breaker valve. Attach one of 
these easy-to-install devices, available 
at hardware and plumbing supply 
stores, on all your threaded outdoor 
taps. They will prevent contaminated 
water from being siphoned back into 
the clean water in your home. 

Drain your hose connection vacuum 
breaker before winter. Freezing will 
break it.

A hose connection vacuum breaker will 
keep contaminants out of your  
drinking water.

minimum
1 inch
air gap

Safe Water In Your Home
You can make sure the drinking water in your 
home is safe from cross connection  
contamination.  
Here are some simple steps you can take:

Leave at least a one-inch 
gap  between the end of 
any tap and contaminated 
water, so reduced water 
pressure cannot pull  
contaminants into your 
clean water supply. 

Do not leave the end of 
your garden hose  
connected to a pesticide, 
weed killer or fertilizer 
sprayer. Remove it  
immediately after use.

When filling pools, tanks, 
and hot tubs leave a  
minimum 1 inch gap  
between the end of the 
hose and the surface of the 
water. The hose connected 
to the water tap should be 
protected with a hose 
connection vacuum breaker. 
Submersing the hose into 
the water can potentially 
allow the water in the  
container to be siphoned 
into your household 
drinking water. 


